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Galleries in Liverpool, Birmingham and Eastbourne will host the acclaimed Arts Council Collection 

from March 2016, following a £1.8 million investment from Arts Council England. 

 

The three galleries Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne, Birmingham Museums Trust and The 

Walker Art Gallery, National Museums Liverpool will host 24 exhibitions over 3 years, 

becoming national partners for the Collection, alongside Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 

 

The investment marks both the 70
th
 anniversary of the Arts Council, and the Collection, which is 

the finest collection of modern and contemporary British art in the world.  It contains nearly 8,000 

works by over 2,000 artists such as Lucian Freud, David Hockney, Bridget Riley and Richard 

Hamilton. Thousands of people see the work each year, which is loaned out to a wide range of 

exhibitions across England.   

 

The first partner exhibition will take place at Yorkshire Sculpture Park; At Home (19 March – 3 

July 2016) and will comprise works by artists including Yoko Ono, Joseph Beuys, Edward 

Weston, Richard Hamilton, Damien Hirst, Gary Hume, Christo and Sophie Calle, exploring 

the central role of the home in our lives. Yorkshire Sculpture Park will also present Transparency 

(25 June - 4 September 2016) curated from the Arts Council Collection, featuring works by Eva 

Rothschild, Angela Bulloch, Hayley Newman, Hiraki Sawa, Alice Channer, Garth Evans and 

Yelena Popova. Birmingham Museums Trust, another partner, will be showing Night In the 

Museum (The Gas Hall, Birmingham, November 2016 - February 2017) curated by artist Ryan 

Gander, which will provide a fresh perspective of the Collection’s figurative sculpture holdings. 

Prior to showing in Birmingham, the exhibition will premiere at Longside Gallery, Yorkshire 

Sculpture Park (16 July - 16 October 2016). Also showing in the autumn, One Day, Something 

Happens: Paintings of People, curated by Jennifer Higgie, will open at the Towner Art Gallery in 

Eastbourne (15 October 2016 - 8 January 2017). Teasing out themes from joy and loneliness to 

http://www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk/


storytelling and theatrically, the show will include works by Walter Sickert, Lucian Freud, 

Richard Hamilton, Glenn Brown, Ryan Mosley and Lynette Yiadom-Boakye.  

 

Further details about the above exhibitions are in the notes to editors; details of future partner 

exhibitions will be released in Spring 2016.  

 

Peter Bazalgette, Chair, Arts Council England said: “The Arts Council Collection is ‘our 

collection’ – it belongs to the nation - which is why this investment is so important. Our 

partner galleries will be able to exhibit works from the Collection in imaginitive ways, whilst 

developing exciting educational and digital programmes to enhance engagement this work 

across the country.” 

 

Jill Constantine, Head of Arts Council Collection said: “This is a wonderful opportunity to 

allow people to see more of the Arts Council Collection in four of our best known and loved 

galleries in England. It will be a privilege to work with our partners over the coming years to 

develop a series of inspired and imaginative shows drawn from the Collection.” 

 

Sandra Penketh, Director of Art Galleries at National Museums Liverpool said: “We are 

absolutely delighted at the news that we will be joining the Arts Council Collection’s National 

Partners programme. 

 

“The Walker Art Gallery’s historic art collections are well-known, but we have also long 

championed modern and contemporary art, particularly through the John Moores Painting 

Prize which has made the Gallery its home since 1957. This grant award will enable us to 

increase our focus on developing a more sustainable modern and contemporary art 

programme, through a powerful series of exhibitions.” 

 

Emma Morris, Executive Director at Towner, said: “We are delighted to have been 

selected as one of the partners for this exciting three year project to celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of the Arts Council Collection. Inclusion in this scheme will be a real game 

changer for Towner, enabling us to continue on our upward trajectory and gain real traction 

on the national and international stage.  

 



“We are looking forward to working with the partners over the next three years in ensuring 

this project is a huge success and enables as many people as possible to have access to 

this wonderful and diverse collection.” 

 

Ellen McAdam, Director at Birmingham Museums Trust said: “This is an enormously 

prestigious programme and a great coup for Birmingham Museums, we look forward to 

showcasing Arts Council Collection’s outstanding contemporary art alongside Birmingham’s 

own nationally important collections.” 

 

Peter Murray CBE, Founding and Executive Director at Yorkshire Sculpture Park, said: 

“We have enjoyed a close working relationship with the Arts Council Collection since 2003 

when they launched the Sculpture Centre at Longside. We’re delighted to extend and evolve 

this association with the National Partners programme and look forward to introducing our 

diverse audiences to the Collection through a series of innovative and engaging exhibitions.”  

 

For more information and images contact: 

Nazneen Nawaz, Head of Media, Arts Council England 

Tel: 020 7268 9674  

Email: nazneen.nawaz@artscouncil.org.uk  

 

Alison Millar, Media Relations Officer, Arts Council England 

Tel: 020 7268 9648 

Email: alison.millar@artscouncil.org.uk  

 

Helena Zedig, Communications Consultant 

Arts Council Collection at Southbank Centre 

Tel: 07803596587 

Email: helena.zedig@southbankcentre.co.uk  

 

Notes to Editors  

 

About the Arts Council Collection’s 70th anniversary  

The Arts Council Collection, the UK’s most widely seen collection of modern and contemporary art, is 

celebrating its 70th anniversary during 2016. The celebrations include 8 new commissions that will go 

on display across the UK throughout 2016; two new touring exhibitions, Night at the Museum, curated 
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by Ryan Gander, and Drawn from Life: People on Paper; and the National Partners programme, which 

will deepen the Collection’s longstanding relationship with key museums and galleries around the 

country.  

The 8 artists who are making new work for the Arts Council Collection’s 70
th
 Anniversary Commissions 

are: John Akomfrah, Hurvin Anderson, Marvin Gaye Chetwynd, Ryan Gander, Mark Leckey, Katie 

Paterson, Heather Phillipson and Keith Piper. The commissions will open at different venues across 

the UK throughout 2016 before becoming a permanent part of the Arts Council Collection where they 

will be available for loan to museums, galleries and other spaces nationally and internationally. Half of 

the artists selected for the commissions - John Akomfrah, Hurvin Anderson, Katie Paterson and 

Heather Phillipson - will be joining the Collection for the first time, the others contributing major new 

works. 

More information about the Arts Council Collection’s 70th anniversary celebrations can be found here  

About the Arts Council Collection 

In a challenging economic landscape, the Arts Council Collection provides important artistic support to 

England’s gallery infrastructure, through its extensive loans programme, touring exhibitions and 

Select, a programme that invites galleries and museums to select exhibitions and displays from the 

Collection. It also provides curatorial support to a wide range of galleries and museums. With nearly 

8,000 works by over 2,000 artists, the National Partners fund will enable works from the Collection to 

be seen in new, imaginative displays, whilst celebrating England’s world class galleries. 

 

The Arts Council Collection began when the Arts Council of Great Britain was founded in 1946. It took 

over a small group of paintings from the Council for the Encouragement of Music and the Arts (CEMA) 

and its aim was to promote and encourage the appreciation of contemporary art through touring 

exhibitions. The Collection has continued to grow, acquiring innovative works each year and includes 

paintings, sculptures, original works on paper, prints, photographs, film and video and installation 

works. 

 

The Collection includes important, often early, work by many of the most influential British artists from 

the mid-twentieth century to the present day, including Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, Ben 

Nicholson, Francis Bacon, Lucian Freud, Victor Pasmore, David Hockney, Bridget Riley, Patrick 

Caulfield, Gilbert & George, Richard Hamilton, Richard Deacon, Antony Gormley, Mark Wallinger, 

Peter Doig, Damien Hirst, Rachel Whiteread, Chris Ofili, Steve McQueen, Mona Hatoum, Tracey 

Emin, Sarah Lucas, Grayson Perry, Glenn Brown, Jeremy Deller, Keith Coventry and Wolfgang 

Tillmans. 

 

Since 1986 the Arts Council Collection has been managed by Southbank Centre, on behalf of Arts 

Council England. It is now based at Southbank Centre, London and at our Sculpture Centre at 

http://www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk/news/celebrating-70-years-great-art-1946-%E2%80%93-2016


Longside in Yorkshire Sculpture Park (the latter used on an alternating basis by the Arts Council 

Collection and YSP). The base at Longside enables the Arts Council Collection team to extend its 

sculpture conservation and research programmes and to increase public access to the sculpture 

collection through increased lending and exhibition initiatives. A diverse and stimulating range of 

exhibitions from the Collection, including displays of some of the most recent acquisitions, can be seen 

in the Longside Gallery, a unique space used on an alternating basis by the Arts Council Collection 

and Yorkshire Sculpture Park. www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk  

 

The Arts Council Collection in numbers 

 The Collection was formed in 1946 and currently consists of nearly 8,000 works by over 2,000 

artists. 

 The collections currently has over 550 works on long term loan to universities (including their 

libraries), medical research centres and charitable organisations throughout the UK 

 Since 2012, 3,905 loans have been made to 327 venues representing 50% of the Collection.  

 Since 2005, 7,984 loans have been on public display. 

About Arts Council England  

Arts Council England champions, develops and invests in artistic and cultural experiences that enrich 

people’s lives. We support a range of activities across the arts, museums and libraries – from theatre 

to digital art, reading to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and culture 

inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and the world around us. In short, it 

makes life better. Between 2015 and 2018, we plan to invest £1.1 billion of public money from 

government and an estimated £700 million from the National Lottery to help create these experiences 

for as many people as possible across the country. www.artscouncil.org.uk 

 

Confirmed exhibitions from the National Partners Fund  

At Home 

Curated from the Arts Council Collection by Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

19 March–3 July 2016 

Bothy Gallery 

At Home in the Bothy Gallery highlights works of domestic scale from the Arts Council Collection 

within the historic Bothy Gallery, which was formerly home to the Bretton Estate head gardener. Home 

is understood as a dwelling place but of course it is far more than that, being a retreat, a territory or a 

collection of memories. Some years ago, YSP asked visitors to share words that conveyed home to 

them and the responses were dominated by ideas of safety, sanctuary, familiarity, comfort, and family. 

At Home comprises works by artists including Yoko Ono, Joseph Beuys, Edward Weston, Richard 

Hamilton, Damien Hirst, Gary Hume, and Sophie Calle, which explore and celebrate these broad 

concepts and indicate the central role of domestic space in our lives and its representation as a 

subject matter for artists.  
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Transparency 

Curated from the Arts Council Collection by Yorkshire Sculpture Park  

25 June–4 September 2016 

Chapel, Yorkshire Sculpture Park  

Taking the exceptional light qualities of the historic Chapel as inspiration, this exhibition explores the 

condition of transparency and in so doing responds to the particular aesthetic of the 18th-century 

building. The notion of transparency is extended by considering the multiple meanings of the word: 

from the property of transmitting light, being diaphanous and having clarity, to being free from pretense 

or deceit, of being readily understood, and characterised by visibility or accessibility of information. 

Including work by Eva Rothschild, Cerith Wynn Evans Angela Bulloch, Hiraki Sawa, Alice Channer, 

and Yelena Popova, the exhibition considers how artists have investigated subjects such as truth to 

material, the everyday or ordinary, and material and psychological transparency. Produced during a 

period when the demand for truth and transparency from politicians, corporations and other institutions 

has been especially evident, Transparency reflects a shifting sentiment in British culture. 

 

One Day, Something Happens: Paintings of People 

Curated from the Arts Council Colletion by Jennifer Higgie 

15 October 2016-8 January 2017 

Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne  

Curated by Jennifer Higgie, this exhibition explores the different ways artists approach figuration. 

Selected from the Arts Council Collection, Higgie teases out some common themes across the 

decades, from introspection and individuality to joy and loneliness. The exhibition title is a quotation by 

the artist Walter Sickert, whose beautiful study of a woman from 1906, her forehead patterned like a 

diamond, is the earliest work in the show. Other artists include Peter Blake, Lucian Freud, Alasdair 

Gray, Richard Hamilton, David Hockney, Paula Rego, Walter Sickert, Euan Uglow and Rose Wylie.  

 

Night In the Museum  

Curated from the Arts Council Collection by Ryan Gander  

November 2016 - February 2017  

The Gas Hall, Birmingham Museums Trust 

Ryan Gander has selected a range of figurative sculptures with an active gaze, positioning them in the 

gallery so that they can observe major examples of modern and contemporary British art. Gander’s 

selection will provide a fresh perspective of the Arts Council Collection and an alternative view of 

recent British art, one which offers new narratives and unlikely correspondences. This is the second 

venue to show the exhibition following its premiere at Longside Gallery, Yorkshire Sculpture Park in 

summer 2016 (16 July - 16 October 2016). 

 

 


