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Where the Historic and the Modern Meet

Leading figures in Contemporary Art Exhibit in Innovative Exhibition at Nunnington Hall 
Tuesday 22nd September – Sun 1st November 2009
Nunnington Hall, Nr York

Photo Opportunity + Interview Opportunities
Visitors to Nunnington Hall this autumn will be able to see an exhibition of a completely different kind as the National Trust and the Arts Council Collection collaborate on an innovative new exhibition called Past Present, juxtaposing some of the finest of British contemporary art within the established historic settings of Nunnington Hall. 
The Select exhibition Past Present, was developed through conversations between the staff at Nunnington Hall, renowned for its programme of temporary art and photographic exhibitions, and the Arts Council Collection team based near Wakefield. Inspired by the idea of using the whole of Nunnington Hall as a gallery space, the display will show some of the finest contemporary artists represented within the Arts Council Collection and will be one of the Hall’s most innovative exhibitions to date.

 “Nunnington has secured a reputation of some stunning exhibitions,” says Visitor Services Manager, Annabelle Coaten, “but this time we have decided to challenge ourselves further and in this show are using the whole house as the exhibition space. It is the first time this kind of venture has been done between the National Trust and the Arts Council Collection so it’s an exciting prospect. Most of the Hall’s rooms will have a piece of contemporary art within their historic setting. Set against a historic backdrop, we think people’s preconceptions will be challenged as it is not always obvious what is a modern addition and what is an older part of our existing collection. We hope that visitors will be able to enjoy the show for its artistic merit and pleasure and see that in context, modern art doesn’t always have to shock or confuse.”

Caroline Douglas, Head of the Arts Council Collection says, “We are delighted to be collaborating with the National Trust at Nunnington Hall.  This imaginative project brings the contemporary into the historic in a way we hope will bring new understanding to both.”
Ruth Partington, The Arts Council’s Collection’s Sculpture Collection Manager says, “This exhibition has been a unique and interesting experience - we have had to approach the selection from a completely different angle, considering the house and it’s original contents in our choice of works to create a display that will both complement and challenge.  We have chosen from over 7,500 works available to reach a selection specifically tailored to suit the house and the story it has to tell. It has been a really exciting journey.  This will be a very different show for Nunnington, often surprising but very beautiful and definitely worth seeing.” 
The list of artists in the exhibition is impressive. Among those featuring in the exhibition are Tracey Emin, Yoko Ono, Sarah Lucas, Grayson Perry, Mark Wallinger, Lisa Cheung, Victoria Hall and one of this year’s Turner prize nominees, Lucy Skaer.  

Past Present runs from Tuesday 22nd September until Sunday 1st November. Normal opening times and admission charges apply. For further details please telephone Nunnington Hall (01439) 748283.
The show is kindly sponsored by J Listers Electrical of York.
Notes to Editors:
1. For further information please contact Simon Lee , Property Manager, Nunnington Hall Tel: (01439) 748021   e-mail: simon.lee@nationaltrust.org.uk 
Alternatively you can contact annabelle.coaten@nationaltrust.org.uk
Tel: 01439 748025

2. Photo and filming opportunities exist. 

The artists Victoria Hall and Lisa Cheung who feature in the show will be present during installation on Thursday 17th September and are happy to do interviews etc.

To discuss interviews, filming and photographic opportunities please telephone or email Simon Lee on 01439 748283 or simon.lee@nationaltrust.org.uk or annabelle.coaten@nationaltrust.org.uk , tel 01439 748025
3. The Arts Council Collection is the largest national loan collection of modern and contemporary British art. With over 7.500 works it can be seen in exhibitions and public displays across the UK and abroad.
The Arts Council Collection supports artists in this country through the purchase and display of their work. Since it was founded in 1946, the Collection’s acquisitions policy has always been characterised by a spirit of risk taking combined with an informed appraisal of current practice. As a consequence the Arts Council Collection is now the largest national loan collection of modern and contemporary British art in the world, and includes fine examples of work by all of this country’s most prominent artists. It is the most widely circulated of all of Britain’s national collections and can be seen in exhibitions in museums and galleries across the UK and abroad. 
The Arts Council Collection is managed by the Hayward, Southbank Centre, London, on behalf of Arts Council England and is based at the Hayward in London and at Longside, Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 
Access to the Arts Council Collection online www.artscouncilcollection.org.uk 

4. Nunnington Hall hosts a regular programme of temporary exhibitions. 

Previous exhibitions at Nunnington have included Mary McCartney, Andy Summers,  Bryan Adams, Tom Stoddart, Ronnie Wood, Graham Nash, Terry O’ Neill, Quentin Blake and Gered Mankowitz among many others.

For information on The National Trust, Nunnington Hall opening times and admission   information please see www.nationaltrust.org.uk or telephone (01439) 748283
Image information for Tracey Emin, The Simple Truth, included within         this release. 
Press use is considered to be moderate use of images to report a current event or to illustrate a review and criticism of the work, as defined by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 Chapter 48 Section 30 Subsections (1) - (3). Reproductions which comply with the above do not need to be licensed. 

Reproductions for all non-press uses or for press uses where the above criteria do not apply (e.g. covers and feature articles) must be licensed before publication. Further information can be obtained at www.dacs.org.uk or by contacting DACS licensing on +44 207 336 8811.

Due to UK copyright law, only applying to UK publications - any articles or press uses which are published outside of the UK and wish to reproduce these images will need to have sort authorisation with the relevant copyright society of that country.
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